16                             WORDSWORTH.

at the southern end, on the road to Ambleside.
In. 1802 he married Mary Hutchinson, of
Penrith, and this completed the circle of his
felicity. Mary, lie once said, was to his ear
the most musical and most truly English in
sound of all the names we have. The name
was of harmonious omen. The two beautiful
sonnets that he wrote on his wife's portrait
long years after, when " morning into noon had
passed, noon into eve/' show how much her
large heart and humble mind had done for the
blessedness of his home.

Their life was almost more simple than that
of the dalesmen their neighbours. " It is my
opinion," ran one of his oracular sayings to
Sir George Beaumont, " that a man of letters,
and indeed all public men of every pursuit,
should be severely frugal." Means were found
for supporting the modest home out of two
or three small windfalls bequeathed by friends
or relatives, and by the time that children had
begun to come Wordsworth was raised to
affluence by obtaining the post of distributor
of stamps for Westmoreland and part of Cum-
berland. His life was happily devoid of